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genuine Jahwism as expressed In the Torah) and rejecting the
innovations which we have just discussed. With regard to
religion, they give the impression of being strict conservatives,
refusing, according to Origen and Jerome, to regard as sacred
any books not included in the Torah.1 This may not be strictly
true, but their extreme exclusiveness caused such exaggerated
statements to be made about them.

They were also conservatives in politics. There is no reason
to think that they refused to believe in a future manifestation
of the Messiah, but the Messianism which served to stir up
unrest among the people did not find favour with them. They
maintained an attitude of cautious reserve towards dangerous
enthusiasms and ill-advised illusions, and any disturbance
among the people put them on their guard.2 They would, and
in fact they did, readily uphold the existing order, whatever it
happened to be, as long as the religion of Israel as a whole was
respected and maintained ; but even on this point they may
have been ready to compromise, and even on occasion to
identify the rights of Jahweh with their own privileges.3 They
knew that wisdom counselled acceptance of the inevitable.

They were drawn from the Jerusalem aristocracy, the
wealthy, and the priests and officers of the Temple, people
of rank and importance.4 It is therefore more accurate to
think of them as a party than as a religious sect or a school
of philosophy. And indeed it is very probable that their
enemies exaggerated their laxity and that they were on the
whole better Jews than modern writers, judging them by the
apparent ease with which they seem to have adapted themselves
to the political enslavement of Israel, sometimes give them
credit for. It has been suggested 5 that Jesus had some sym-
pathy with them, since he spoke ill of the Pharisees and appeared
to accept the authority of the Roman Caesar. But we must
remember that the sentiments of the gospel writers were not
necessarily those of Jesus himself, and that the meaning of the
familiar exhortation, " Render unto C&sar the things which are
Ccesar's" (Mark xii. IT), may well have been very different
from that usually attributed to it.

1  Origen, C. Celsum, 1, 49;  Jerome, Comm* in ML, xx, 31-2.    Cf.
LXXV9 ii> 411, n. 25.

2  CCLXXVIII, ii, 293, compares them to the English High Church as
opposed to the Methodists.

3  CCXCIV, i, 205.

4 Jos., Ant., xiii, 10, 6, insists on their cult of aristocracy.    He says
that only the rich followed them.

5 R. Leszynski, Die Sadducafr, Berlin, 1912, chap. iii.